
      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 19th January 2026 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Bradshaw, Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Pryke, Smith 
Borough Cllrs. Eddie Pope   Paul Hesketh     LCC Cllr. Rick Edwards
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were nineteen members of the public.
1809/26    To receive apologies
Cllr Rear
1810/26 To receive Declaration of Interest

NONE
1811/26
a) To consider and approve the minutes of the Meetings held on 
17th November 2025 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th November  2025 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.

1812/26  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
Resident on Causeway Lane A59 . Number 73 – onwards. Eleven residential properties involved to Causeway Garage. The road is currently 50mph. Could 30mph be implemented due to dangerous speeding etc. 
The council noted the information and would be looked at by the transport working group.

Resident Lawrence Critchley, chair of the Rufford Village Society, wants to top up the gravel around the cross in the community park and stated wood around the cross which contains the gravel is well-rotten and needs replacing.

Clerk stated he would pass all information to Paul Brookfield, park maintenance to give the clerk an estimate for renewing the wood.

Resident stated Watersedge Road, Rufford Marina had very high kerbs (more than 100mm) and poor lighting.
The council noted the information.

1813/26 Adjournment for comments from county and borough councillors (5 mins max each) 
Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh stated residents in West Lancs. borough will eventually have five bins for recycling.

Cllr Paul Hesketh also mentioned Local Government Regeneration which includes WLBC possible integration with South Ribble and Chorley but nothing has been agreed as yet.

Elections for borough councillors in West Lancs. will be held on 7th May 2026.

T he council noted the information and await further information.

1814/26  Police Information

PCSO Roy Aldwin informed clerk the police mobile vehicle will again be on Rufford Village Hall car park Monday 2nd March 2026 12-2.30pm.

The council noted the information.

1815/26 Committees and working groups

NONE
1816/26  To consider planning applications as below:
a) To consider and approve the minutes of the planning committee meeting held on Tuesday 2nd December 2025. 

It was resolved that the minutes of the planning committee on 2nd December 2025 should be approved and signed by the chairperson as a correct record.

b) Planning decision granted

2025/0963/PIP | Application for Permission in Principle - up to 1 no. dwelling houses. | Land East Of Chapel Lane Rufford Lancashire
2025/0938/FUL | Installation of gated access and driveway alterations | 24 New Road Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire L40 1SR
c)  Planning decisions refused

2025/0704/PNC | Application for determination as to whether prior approval of details is required - Class Q, Agricultural buildings to dwelling houses. | Meadow Farm Sandy Way Holmeswood Ormskirk Lancashire L40 1UB
2025/0934/PNP | Application for determination as to whether Prior Approval is Required for Details - Area of hardstanding for agricultural use. | Appleton Farm Sluice Lane Rufford L40 1SP
2025/0912/PNP | Application for determination as to whether prior approval is required for details - Erection of Agricultural storage. | Sandy Way Farm Sandy Way Holmeswood Ormskirk Lancashire L40 1UB
1817/26  Code of Conduct

Clerk to report on WLBC Monitoring Officer’s decision on Cllr Bradshaw.
Clerk read out Kay Lovelady’s, monitoring officer, reply that Cllr Bradshaw had submitted the letter indicating his own personal views and had included reference to the parish council in error without the parish council’s authority to do so. Cllr Bradshaw should apologise to the public and council for the misunderstanding.
Cllr Bradshaw duly apologised and the council noted the information.

1818/26 Cllr Pickavance to give up date on progress on Housing Policy and Conditions.
Cllr. Pickavance was advised to liaise with the officers dealing with the Local District Plan on housing policy and conditions.

The council noted the information.

1819/26  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
a)To authorise payments of the following accounts:

	Check No/DDM
	Payee
	Amount

	022891
	NALC Cllr Zoom planning meeting
	£42.00

	022892
	K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin
	£801.37

	022893
	Rufford PCC church hall hire
	£69.00

	022894
	P Brookfield Park maintenance
	£270.19

	022895
	Yates playgrounds- repair and replace bench timber
	£432.00

	022896
	J Gordon – Chairperson allowance 2025/26
	£200.00

	022897
	Millhouse training P Brookfield chainsaw course
	£ 468.00 incl VAT

	022898
	KC Computers
	£86.90

	022899
	CJ Pennington grass cutting – September 2025
	£933.60

	022900
	VOID
	

	022901
	Burscough Bridge Post Office – donation St Mary’s marina PO
	£ 500.00

	022902
	K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin
	£765.12

	022903
	Rufford pharmacy – donation towards defib electricity bill
	£40.00

	022904
	North West air ambulance 2025/26 donation
	£500.00

	022905
	P Brookfield park maintenance 
	£331.43

	DDM
	Easywebsites
	£36.96


It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
a) Income:              VAT refund                                                                                 £3942.82

                        CIL monies for multi play unit Rufford Park                  £11,610.00

b) To approve the precept for 2026/2027 by the Finance and Budget Working group.
The council approved the precept by the Finance and Budget working group.
1820/26    Highways

    Cllr Smith to report HGV Traffic on Chapel Lane 

    Cllr Smith would like to thank Cllr Rick Edwards for getting LCC Highways to install a weight restriction sign on Chapel Lane.

The council noted the information.

Cllr Pryke to discuss the parking issues at Rufford Primary School

Sarah Cookson, headteacher, sent a message to school parents asking them to be respectful to residents on The Paddock and to please park where permitted.

Clerk asked the resident if he had any photos to show vehicles parking inappropriately.
The council noted the information.

1821/26  Public footpaths
Cllr Bradshaw stated there are ongoing issues with various footpaths and was looking to form a footpath working group and would keep the council informed.

The council noted the information.
1822/26  Village Halls

NONE
1823/26  Recreation grounds
NONE
1824/26   Street scene

Cllr Newsham to discuss fly tipping at White Bridge

Cllr Newsham stated the rubbish has now been removed.

The council noted the information.

Cllr Smith to provide a statement on "Love Clean Streets" 

Cllr Smith stated the footpath on Cousins Lane which was overgrown has now been cleared.
The council noted the information.

A vote of thanks to Anthony James Construction and team for repair of the wall and update from Greenbelt.

Cllr Pryke thanked Anthony James Construction for repair of the wall on Holmeswood Road, and there was a round of applause for his help.

Cllr Pryke stated Greenbelt, who own the wall on Holmeswood Road, thanked Cllr Smith and Anthony for their good work in helping to recover the stolen wall stones and in appreciation, funded Rufford Parish Council with £500.00

Cllr Pryke was trying to find out information of the date of the stonewall on Holmeswood Road. Greenbelt stated the wall may come under heritage status which may mean funding would be available to repair the wall.
The council noted the information.

1825/26  Environmental Issues

Cllr Pickavance to report on visit to Mere Sands Wood regarding Drainage and Tree management 
Cllr Pickavance stated a large number of trees had been ripped up on Mere Sands Wood sluice and water flooding issues. He was liaising with Mere Sands management on these issues and would report back to the council.

The council noted the information.

Cllr Gordon to report on surface water flooding on A59 opposite Rufford Old Hall.

Cllr Gordon stated he had a meeting with Lawrence Critchley, resident, who lives on the road.

Cllr Gordon informed the council that:

1) Rufford Old Hall are now de-silting their ditches every three years.

2) LCC Highways are now jet washing the one culvert that drains the grids on A59 opposite the Old Hall annually.

3) By doing this, it has now corrected the surface water flooding on this part of the A59.

The council noted the information.

1826/26 Cllr Gordon to motion a parish council policy statement regarding highway culverts.
The parish council has no legal authority to carry out works on these culverts on the A59.

It was resolved by the council that the parish council has no legal authority to carry out works on these culverts on A59.
1827/26   Clerk’s report

Clerk read out a thank you letter from Air Ambulance on the council’s £500 donation.

A Holocaust service was being held at Tarleton Church Tuesday 27th January 2026 9am.

The clerk would be attending.

The council noted the information.

1828/26   To note the date of the next meeting of the parish council meeting is scheduled for Monday 16th March 2026 at ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL, RUFFORD commencing at 7.00 PM.

 Chairperson closed the meeting at 8.50 pm
_______________________

Chairperson’s signature and date

